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WHO IS FUND 17?

We are a nonprofit organization with the 

mission to create economic opportunity in the 

17 wards of New Orleans by providing tailored 

training and resources to underserved 

entrepreneurs. Our entrepreneurs generally 

own informal, small-scale and/or home-based 

businesses such as food businesses, 

landscaping or creative enterprises. We offer 

free, one-on-one business development 

support and access to 0% interest micro-loans 

through our partners at Kiva. 



OUR PROGRAMS

THE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM. Immersive professional development opportunity for 

university students who are trained and then paired with local entrepreneurs in the 

early stages of growing a business. 

ONE-ON-ONE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. Year-round, tailored 

assistance provided by passionate Business Case Managers. 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS. We partner with other organizations to bring our 

expertise to new communities. 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH. Door-to-door data collection mapping the informal 

economy. 

KIVA MICRO-LOAN ASSISTANCE. As Louisiana advisors, we connect local 

entrepreneurs with 0% interest capital. 



THE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Fund 17 Fellows are passionate university 

students who are eager to learn and make an 

impact in the New Orleans business 

community.  After intensive training, fellows 

work with local entrepreneurs to assist in a 

variety of operations including: 

legal registrations (LLC/city licensing), business 

plan creation, accounting, social media, market 

research and more. Fellows work with one 

entrepreneur each semester. 

The Fellowship Program is open to all 

undergraduates, regardless of university or 

major. 

 

   

 



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

YEAR-LONG COMMITMENT. 

Work with a different entrepreneur each semester. 

TRAINING 

Intensive training at the beginning of the fall semester. Learn about business planning, business resources, 

active listening, design thinking, goal-setting and more to prepare for your time with entrepreneurs. 

ENTREPRENEUR INTAKE 

You will be paired with entrepreneurs based on their needs and your skills and strengths. During the first 

meeting, you will map out an action plan that details the goals for the relationship. 

REGULAR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MEETINGS 

Meet with your entrepreneur every week to help them build systems, file paperwork, market on social media, 

or whatever else they need to grow. 

SITE VISITS AND SEMINARS 

Fellows are immersed into the social change community in New Orleans through monthly site visits. Fellows 

connect with leaders in various fields and engage in conversations about race, financial systems, criminal 

justice, immigration, policy and more. 

WEEKLY COHORT MEETINGS AND OFFICE HOURS 

Present progress, get feedback and collaborate with your cohort once a week. 



THE IDEAL FELLOW

proactive and curious 

committed to social change 

engaged and passionate 

organized 

goal-oriented 

strong communicators 

hard workers 

up for a challenge 

collaborators 

eager to implement new ideas 

have a strong sense of follow-through 

  

Fellows are...

self starters; know how to manage themselves and their time 



FELLOWSHIP STORIES 

KHULU+RUTH

"Fund 17 has been incredible. A lot of the paperwork that I needed 

done or didn't know where to start, they helped me with. They helped 

me with great ideas, photos, marketing, getting my online store up 

and running. Even just knowing that there is always someone I can call 

and that Fund 17 will be there." 

-"Khulu" Buckner, Fund 17 entrepreneur

Khulu, an urban gardener in Midcity, is the owner of 

a line of homemade jams and preserves. 

Ruth, snacking on Khulu's homemade jam, was a Fellow for three 

cohorts. She graduated from Tulane and studied Business Management, 

Marketing and International Development.



FELLOWSHIP STORIES 

NARISA+JOURNEY

“Fund 17 gave me consistent support 

and guidance. They helped me create 

a website to market my 

business...Fund 17 helped me grow 

and watch my ideas come to fruition." 

-Journey Allen, Fund 17 entrepreneur
Journey is an artist and the owner of Artist Journey Allen 

Studio on North Broad, a gallery and community 

event space. 

Narisa was a Spring 2017 fellow who studied Economics 

and International Development.



APPLICATION PROCESS

3 short-answer essay questions 

2 letters of recommendation. We recommend one academic and one professional, if possible.

An updated resume or CV (PDF format)

A completed business model canvas on any New Orleans business

Learn about the business model canvas here:   

http://www.businessmodelgeneration.com/canvas/bmc 

Download a blank canvas here:   

http://www.businessmodelgeneration.com/downloads/business_model_canvas_poster.pdf

ONLINE APPLICATION + LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

INTERVIEW STAGE

Online applications are due by midnight on Friday, August 4th.

Letters of recommendation should be emailed to fellowship@fund17.org by August 9th.

Select applicants will move on to a interview stage. 

http://www.businessmodelgeneration.com/canvas/bmc
http://www.businessmodelgeneration.com/downloads/business_model_canvas_poster.pdf


PROGRAM TIMELINE

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
Submit your online application by midnight August 4th, 2017. 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION DUE
Two letters of recommendation must be sent to fellowship@fund17.org by August 9th.

INTERVIEWS 
Interviews will be held with selected candidates the week of August 6th-12th. Skype interviews 
available for those out of town. 

FINAL DECISIONS 
The final cohort will be announced on August the 18th. 

TRAINING 
Full-day orientation will be Sunday, August 27th. Training will be in select evenings of August 
28th to September 1st and the weekend of September 2nd and 3rd. 

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 
Work with first entrepreneur 

JANUARY-MAY 
Work with second entrepreneur 

Please note: fellows should be prepared to stay a few days after finals each semester to wrap-up 
their work with entrepreneurs. 



FAQ

Who is eligible to be a fellow? 

Is this a paid position? 

What is the time requirement? 

What will I gain as a Fellow?  

I'm going abroad one semester. Can I still apply? 

I still have questions. Who do I ask? 

Fellows are immersed into the New Orleans community and the social change/entrepreneurship ecosystem, gain real 

connections, networking and learning, and hands-on experience with a local business. Fellows will build a genuine relationship 

and learn about a new industry, the start-up process and what is takes to be a business owner. Fellows are a real asset to Fund 17

and work as valued team members, giving undergraduates vital professional development experience.  

Any New Orleans undergraduate is eligible to apply. 

Fellows receive a $400 monthly stipend which begins after training is completed.

The time requirement varies week to week depending on the needs of our entrepreneurs. On average, 

Fellows should expect to dedicate about 15 hours a week to the program.

The Fund 17 Fellowship is a commitment for the entire 2017-2018 academic year. If you plan on studying

abroad, we encourage you to apply another year.

Email fellowship@fund17.org with any questions.


